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By Mark Fleming, Executive Director

The Twelveacres metaphysical theme for this year is
focused on one word: “Behold.” Foundational to our
healing mission, “behold” keeps us alert to what we are
holding in thought about God and man — the true nature
of our work in caring for our residents. ‘Behold’ is also
an ideal current topic following the Twelveacres Annual
Meeting inspirational talk, “Man’s Identity — ‘hid with
Christ in God,’” given by Kathleen Moyer, C.S. Thus,
we are enjoying a fresh, consecrated study of “behold,”
as it conjures up a variety of inspiring ideas. Did you
know there are over 1,200 references to this word in
the King James Bible? Many of the “behold” verses
are favorites. For instance, Genesis opens the Bible by
AST Residents
declaring that “God saw every thing that he had made,
and, behold, it was very good” (1:31), and Revelation
closes the Scriptures with St. John’s spiritual vision: “And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all
things new” (21.5).

“Open thou mine
eyes, that I may
behold wondrous
things out of
thy law.”
Psalms 119:18

Mary Baker Eddy stressed the importance of seeing spiritually — beholding
correctly — if we are to follow in the footsteps of the Master healer, Christ
Jesus. We are reminded with this beloved passage she penned in Science and
Health with Key to the Scriptures: “Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man,
who appeared to him where sinning mortal man appears to mortals. In this
perfect man the Saviour saw God’s own likeness, and this correct view of man
healed the sick” (476:32-4). That’s our job description as Christian Scientists.
We at Twelveacres are striving to fulfill it by beholding the spiritual truth about
our organization, our residents, our management, staff and our work.

A key part of our work involves assisting residents with learning and practicing life-skills. On the surface, progress
can appear to be slow. But we’re not fooled by appearances. We know our work is based on the sound premise that
every resident experiences moment-by-moment opportunity to demonstrate their completeness — that is, to behold
their eternal wholeness and infinite abilities now. So we perform each activity with the happy expectation of every
individual’s full potential being revealed. Daily we are gaining an ever-greater desire to practice beholding the
residents and ourselves as pure expressions of God’s creation.
You will find our theme of “behold” echoing throughout the pages of this newsletter. We are so pleased to share
with you the joy and blessings we receive in working with our residents. Often, words alone do not fully convey the
whole experience, so we include as many photographs as possible. They capture special moments and highlight the
residents’ real identities as God’s loved, loving children.
Thank you for actively supporting our residents and everyone at Twelveacres. We appreciate you joining us to
behold “in Science the perfect man.”
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BELOVED

By Francesca Karpel, President

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God,…”
Beloved [that’s what we are, beloved!]
Now [right now, no waiting]
Are [present tense]
We [all of us]
The sons of God [what a way to be identified!]
It’s an amazing statement. At the end of every Sunday Service in a Christian Science
Church or Society, these words from I John 3, “Beloved, now are we the sons of God,”
are read immediately before the benediction.
This phrase is part of what Mary Baker Eddy describes in the Manual of The Mother
Church as the “correlative SCRIPTURE” — I John 3:1-3 — that follows the reading of the
Scientific Statement of Being. She announced in the spring of 1901 that every Christian
Science Sunday Service would close with the reading of the Scientific Statement of Being
and the correlative Scripture according to I John 3:1, 2, 3 followed by a benediction. See
“Something New” by Mary Baker G. Eddy, in the March 21, 1901, Christian Science
Sentinel and in the April 1901 issue of The Christian Science Journal.
And what a wonderful weekly reminder — that we are God’s children! We aren’t frail,
imperfect mortals struggling to be worthy. Right now, the true identity of each of us is
beloved as a child of God. We don’t have to go through a lengthy process to learn how to
express God’s goodness. God is expressing joy, intelligence, strength, purity through us
now. As Mrs. Eddy states in Science & Health with Key to the Scriptures, “God expresses
in man the infinite idea forever developing itself, broadening and rising higher and higher
from a boundless basis” (258:13-15).
The Bible tells us that “...God created man in his own image, in the image of God created
he him; male and female created he them” (Genesis 1:27). And then God blessed His
creation. God’s man isn’t cursed with incurable conditions. The spiritual truth — the only
truth — is that man is made perfect, in the image of Life, in the image of Love.
At Twelveacres, we are dedicated to seeing the children of God. We cherish the spiritual
identity and gifts that God has bestowed on each of us. And we cherish this biblical
promise, “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may
abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost” (Romans 15:13).
We invite you to join us in working for Twelveacres in knowing that “Being possesses
its qualities before they are perceived humanly” (Mary Baker Eddy, S&H 247:19-21).
And in praying to see that no suggestion of the material senses which would enslave or
limit one is the truth of being; no suggestion of disability is the truth about God’s child;
no suggestion of lack can deprive anyone of joy and God-given dominion. And to see
spiritual understanding manifest in healing. We know what’s true about man and revealed
through the Bible and Christian Science: “Beloved, now are we the sons of God…”
In this newsletter we are happy to share with you examples of God, Love’s great goodness
to Twelveacres and its residents.
“O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever” (Ps. 107:1).
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RESIDENT PROGRESS
Letters from Family Members

NEW IDEAS EXPRESSED — Our family had a wonderful 10 days together over the Christmas holiday. My daughter
enjoyed traveling with me to and from our home. While on the return flight, she exhibited a new communication
technique in a very meaningful way. Although she communicates without words most of the time, she knew she was
returning to Lily House and that I would be flying back home. She inquired when I would be leaving, pointed to her
wrist (indicating time) and then waved goodbye—as if to ask, “How soon do you go back?” This was a great example of
putting two ideas together to form a “question.” Mom was quite impressed and grateful! – Mother of Lily House resident
STEPS OF PROGRESS — This Christmas, my sister joined
my family for three days at my oldest daughter’s new home. My
only concern was the guest bedrooms were down a long flight of
wooden stairs, and stairs have been quite a challenge for my sister
lately. When we first arrived, one of us would take the stairs with
her. She would hold on tightly to a helping arm, and we would
take it slow, counting out loud each stair step until we arrived at the
bottom or the top. She loves to be in on the action, but managing
those stairs was daunting. Imagine my delight when after a short
while, I overheard her counting her way up and down those stairs
on her own, with complete confidence that she could do it and
without asking for help.

Resident and niece

We always love my sister’s visits, and she brings great joy to our
family gatherings. Overcoming a challenge like this was a blessing for everyone. – Sister of Bucknall House resident

ACTIVE PARTICIPATION — Our weeklong visit with our daughter this last Christmas was so heartwarming. She was
excited on a daily basis to go swimming, blow bubbles and to float in the swimming pool. Our daughter loves everything
about Christmas including the rides we take in the golf cart to see the Christmas decorations at all the neighboring homes.
We bundle up and hit the road – and she just loves it.
We also noticed that she was very focused during the visit. For instance, at Twelveacres she has been learning how to
assist in dressing herself. We were amazed to see her progress when we saw her automatically bend over to pull her pants
up! We are so proud of her. – Parents of Lily House resident

POISED INTERACTIONS — The entire six days this Christmas holiday were filled with such joy and love. One great
example of growth in both my brother’s social skills and our trust in his abilities came when additional family guests were
invited to join us on Christmas Eve. In the past we would have counseled my brother on proper social interaction before
they came, but we didn’t do that this time. No advice-giving, just loving. Everyone had a wonderful time together. The
evening was filled with lively conversation in which everyone participated, including my big brother who spoke in turn
and asked appropriate questions. His social skills fit right in. Even months later, we are all still commenting, in my
brother’s words, “What an awesome time we had together!” – Sister of Bucknall House resident
CREATIVE CONTRIBUTIONS — We were very happy to have our son join the family in Canada for Thanksgiving
vacation. He clearly enjoys flying by himself and settles in quickly when he arrives. He likes spending time with the
whole family, and he loved going to the movies, choosing meals, and selecting the music we played. During the visit
he progressed naturally in communicating—from using sign language to speaking. Before leaving, he created a most
interesting piece of artwork, which we now have on display in our home. Truly, Thanksgiving was a special time of
togetherness. – Parents of AST resident
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INSPIRATIONAL PROJECT - Reveal the Celestial Peaks
Sunday School students at First Church of Christ, Scientist,
Menlo Park, recently completed a service project with
Twelveacres. For several weeks in early 2019, pupils from
all grade levels stayed late after classes ended to create
inspirational posters. They chose four quotes from our
Pastor, the Bible and Science and Health with Key to the
Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy, and created an illustrated
poster for each quote. On March 10, the students presented
the posters to the Twelveacres residents after the church
service and Sunday School had ended.
Twelveacres is thrilled to have a new inspirational poster
grace each of our four homes. We will enjoy rotating them
between the houses in the months and years to come.
Three posters included well-known favorite quotes of
residents and staff alike, which can be easily referred to for
inspiration.

A fourth poster included a quote from the second part of this
sentence by Mary Baker Eddy:
“Corporeal sense, or error, may seem to hide
Truth, health, harmony, and Science, as the
mist obscures the sun or the mountain; but
Science, the sunshine of Truth, will melt
away the shadow and reveal the celestial
peaks” (Science and Health, p. 299:26).
What an insightful quote. It truly addresses our unique
mission and we appreciate the opportunity to include it with
our metaphysical study.
We’re grateful this sharing has blessed both the Sunday
School students involved in the project and Twelveacres. We
welcome more wonderful opportunities to share inspiration
between other organizations and our residents.
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YOUR DONATION HELPS BRING COMFORT AND HEALING
Giving time, talent and/or treasure is a gift you can give to fellow
Christian Scientists living and progressing at Twelveacres.
Your support makes it possible for us to sustain Christian Science
nursing care for the residents. We are grateful for every contribution.
Please donate through our website twelveacres.com or send a
check to our office address:

TWELVEACRES
286 E. HAMILTON AVENUE, SUITE F
CAMPBELL, CA 95008
Please update your address records

GRATITUDE

From November 2018 through April 2019, we received donations in tribute to the following:

IN HONOR OF:

Elissa Charles | Robin Collins | Marilyn Crosby | Nina Francisco | Amy L. Hellyer
Ron Holmes | Jackie King | Amy Long | Jane Lowry | Celeste Mattson | Joanne Mattson | Nancy Menefee
Kathleen Reed | Elizabeth Schwartz, C.S.B. | Janet Simon | Laura Spaulding | Scott Swazey | Jean Wehren
Melinda Wehren | Peter Michael Untch

IN MEMORY OF:

Mark Agnew | Barbara Hefter Altland | Mary Aronson | Lois Carlson, C.S.B.
Toni Corrao | Bill Crosby | Phil Davis, C.S.B. | Evelyn Dean | Jean Duperrault | Lois Duperrault
F. Robert During | David Howell | Virginia Hunt | Maifen L. Jones | Rick Leonard | Joseph A. Madrid
John Mattson | Jim McGrew, C.S.B. | Deborah Mueller | James Mueller | Muriel A. Nagle
Hugh Scott Pennington | Lisa Ritterbuck | Ricardo Saldivar, C.S.B. | Ann Spaulding, C.S.B. and Chuck Spaulding
Mattie E. Streeter | Linda Unruh | Karl Untch and Connie Untch, C.S | Luanne W. Wallace | Jay Watson
Marian Wells

2019 TWELVEACRES WISH LIST
Corelle dinnerware
$100
(Lily)

Wheel chair van
tie-down straps
$400 (Braeburn)

Patio Furniture
$700
(Braeburn)

Replace bedroom flooring
$4,000
(Lily)

2 sets of pots & pans
$100 each
(Bucknall, Braeburn)

Resident Enrichment
Programs
$500 per resident

Hoyer lift accessories
$800
(Lily)

Used car
for
visiting staff

OUR HEARTFELT APPRECIATION FOR THE DONATION OF A LAPTOP FOR LILY HOUSE!
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ANNUAL MEETING
During a beautiful afternoon on November 4, Twelveacres
hosted its Annual Meeting at First Church of Christ,
Scientist, San Jose, California. Attendees included members
of local Bay Area churches, Twelveacres staff, Twelveacres
residents and family members.
The Annual Meeting began with the singing of Hymn 370
from the Christian Science Hymnal, followed by readings
given by Board member Kristin Messer. Board President
Francesca Karpel introduced new and current board
members, then presented the Board Report. On behalf of
the entire Board, Francesca expressed appreciation for the
loving care the Twelveacres staff has provided the residents

and for the heartfelt – and heartwarming - financial support
Twelveacres has received from donors. Board Treasurer
Tim Ames presented the Twelveacres financial report.
Mark Fleming, Executive Director, highlighted some of the
accomplishments Twelveacres experienced for the past year,
including the expansion of Christian Science nurses training,
updates to the programs for residents, and progress made by
residents.
Kathleen Moyer, C.S., gave the keynote talk. The meeting
concluded with a lovely reception outside the church.
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MAN’S IDENTITY –– ‘HID WITH CHRIST IN GOD’
By Kathleen Moyer, C.S.

Excerpt from Annual Meeting inspirational talk:
“Our identity being ‘hid with Christ in God’ doesn’t mean that one’s nature or identity is hidden, but
rather, one’s nature is protected and maintained spotless and pure from the world. The nature of
God’s man is made manifest in demonstration of God-like attributes and requires demonstration of
God’s qualities to be expressed. This also means that healing is not only possible; it’s a natural and
inevitable outcome of our Godlike nature.”
Kathleen Moyer loves working with people of all ages. In particular, she loves inspiring in others a sense of true manhood
and womanhood. Her early career centered around character education and youth development when she served as the
girls’ Camp Director at Camps Leelanau and Kohahna for Christian Scientists in Maple City, Michigan. She also enjoyed
running adult programs at the camps. After her camp directing career, Kathleen went into the full-time public practice of
Christian Science, and she continues to serve as a Christian Science practitioner.
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2019 TWELVEACRES ANNUAL MEETING
SPECIAL FILM SCREENING
THE L. IVIMY GWALTER STORY

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3 –– 2:00 PM
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST

201 RAVENSWOOD AVENUE, MENLO PARK, CA
Film Produced by The Effulgence Foundation, Inc.

REWARDING EMPLOYMENT AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Share your talents and love in helping fellow Christian Scientists. Gain inspiration and demonstrate
Christian Science daily in your work. To join our team, we invite you to apply for the following:

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE NURSE (ALL LEVELS)
HOUSE MANAGER
OFFICE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
VOLUNTEER
Please contact Mark Fleming, Executive Director 408.341.0400 x102 | director@twelveacres.org

