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Look Up, Look Again
By Mark Fleming, Executive Director

As I walk my dog, Reggie, fresh inspiration often emerges when I gaze up into
the blue sky and the colorful canopies of the trees that line the path. While I
stay alert to what’s in front of my feet, it’s only looking up that gives me a truly
expansive feeling. Occasionally, when I want to focus on an idea or an object,
I’ll step off the path and pause to reflect—to gain a clearer view. During
a recent walk, it struck me that to “look up” and, when need be, to “look
again,” metaphorically illustrates what we are doing together at Twelveacres.

The view along my walk

As Christian Scientists, it’s natural to look “up” to God in prayer for guidance
and to spiritually look again more deeply at all aspect of our lives. As we
turn to God, we gain new perspectives, and the true facts about any situation
we’re facing are revealed, whether it be Love’s infinite supply of every need
or Soul’s perfect order and peace or Life’s perpetual, fulfilled activity. Each
aspect of God’s goodness is already at hand and each remains in operation.
When I glimpse these God-inspired views, they lead to healing.

At Twelveacres, we strive to go higher in our reliance on God and Christian Science. Our willingness to reexamine
our individual thoughts and actions stirs in us a desire to grow Godward. Our daily work requires us to actively
maintain a spiritual view of ourselves and the residents. We know what the outcome will be if we trust the truth
of this passage by Mary Baker Eddy: “These clearer, higher views inspire the Godlike man to reach the absolute
centre and circumference of his being” (Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, 262:14).
We are so grateful to our dedicated staff for their loving 24/7 care for the residents. And we are especially
appreciative of the flexibility, creativity, and joy they have expressed this year. During Shelter-in-Place, we have
been offering modified day programs for the residents, and the staff has found new ways to enrich home life. Truly,
it’s inspiring to watch staff work, their hearts overflowing with unselfed love and with such a deep commitment to
support healing in our homes. What a blessing each one is!
This summer we are delighted to introduce two more talented individuals who recently joined our leadership team
and who will each share their thoughts in this newsletter. Heather Beck is our new Director of Christian Science
Nursing and Jeri Tippetts is our new Community Engagement Manager.
You will be happy to know that as the result of much prayerful planning and many inspired decisions made in 2019,
we were well prepared to swiftly and confidently address the unusual and challenging situations this year. Our
constant expectancy of good has allowed us to be led by divine Love to look beyond our ordinary way of doing
things. As a result, we have made temporary operational changes as required, harmoniously and always to the
benefit of our residents, staff, and the entire organization. The progress and healing are nonstop. (See highlights
on page 6.)
As we head into the new year, please join us in looking up and looking again for inspiration, direction, and evidence
of God’s abundant care everywhere! Let us together prove: “Each successive stage of experience unfolds new
views of divine goodness and love” (SH 66:14).
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Gratitude
During my years of working at Twelveacres, I have had the privilege of witnessing wonderful progress and healing
in all of the residents. Some of the residents and I go back more than 25 years. But whether I’ve known them a long
or short time, each individual’s growth is very special!
I would like to gratefully share one of my more memorable experiences of watching an individual’s transformation
through their years of living here.
The resident I refer to was constantly in motion except when asleep. Being unable to sit quietly for any period
of time, this individual couldn’t attend a regular church service for many years. But with unending patience,
encouragement, and prayerful support from caring staff and Christian Science practitioners, the resident was
eventually able to sit through church services with a sense of peace and calm. Truly, seeing each and every dear
person at peace is one of the many special rewards of working at Twelveacres.
Amy Hellyer, Program Director

Family Blessings
“We are only too happy to express our gratitude to Twelveacres, where our son has
his home and where Christian Science is practiced every day. He is able to live as
independently as possible, with the help of loving caregivers who maintain a familiar
routine. Home is where he has all his belongings and where he can express himself freely,
deciding what to wear, what he wants to collect and display, and how he spends his free
time. Psalm 91 reassures us that our son lives in that “secret place of the most High,”
under His feathers, and it is His angels who have charge over him. With confidence we
know that he can overcome any challenges he may face and grow in grace.”
“I am also sincerely grateful to all the practitioners who devote their prayers to
Twelveacres’ residents with the expectation of healing and progress. When unusual
needs arise, the practitioners are often the “first responders” upon whom house staff
calls. Their confidence in the spirituality of each resident is evident in the continued
support, love and joy they bring to their Christian Science treatment.”
“I am deeply grateful for the dedication and love of the house staff caregivers. Some
have worked at Twelveacres for many years, and I feel they know and love my daughter
as extended family. They have chosen this profession and calling as an expression of
God’s infinite love for his creation—and it shows. The Twelveacres mission of caring for
individuals in a home setting is a blessing. I am grateful that Twelveacres is committed to
Christian Science practice and healing.”
“When first hearing of the need for my brother to forgo his day program temporarily, due
to local regulations, I was concerned that he would become frustrated by not being able
to interact with his friends—primarily day program staff—and that he would miss the
routine. My concern was short lived! He has not once voiced frustration or displeasure
with the situation. He knows that the line “no change my heart shall fear” from the hymn
is not about an absence of fear when there ARE changes, but that there is NEVER a
change in anything provided by God. Today is no different than yesterday or tomorrow
in regard to the comfort and security we each feel, and that fact is certainly expressed by
the Twelveacres staff and housemates.”
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A Call to Serve
By Jeri Tippetts, Community Engagement Manager
I’ve always been intrigued that during Mrs. Eddy’s time, Christian Scientists were called to assist the cause of
Christian Science, often far from home, and they left everything to answer that call. Recently, it seemed that
Twelveacres was calling me, and I answered the call, thankfully with the unwavering support of my family.
I have known about Twelveacres for years and have always felt that it would be a great fit for my skills and
experience. My resume includes a Texas Special Education Teaching Certificate. I have taught special needs
individuals of all ages, most recently young adults, in public and private schools. Caregiving jobs for people of
all ages have filled my summers. I have a master’s degree in early childhood education and extensive experience
working with and teaching young children. It occurred to me early in my career that Special Ed requires exercising
the qualities of listening, joy, mothering and willingness to turn to divine Truth as my guide. These qualities are also
expressed by those serving at Twelveacres.
The Twelveacres staff has embraced me with love. The residents already feel like family to me. As with any right
idea inspired by the Holy Ghost, everything has fallen easily into place. In the short time I have been here, I
have met unique individuals with special talents and interests with whom I am eager to work. Already, we have
introduced new activities and programs to the residents. As we build more relationships within the community, we
look forward to welcoming more volunteers. Since the in-person day program has moved to virtual for now and is
being delivered by the Twelveacres staff, we are holding lots of in-home, outdoor and online sessions to ensure
that activity and connection continue.
The possibilities for activities with the Twelveacres family are endless and inspiring. I hope you enjoy seeing some
of the residents in action below.

This year has required the Twelveacres staff to design and introduce a whole new and richer approach to the
residents’ daily activities. For example, instead of residents leaving each morning by van to attend their day
programs, residents now “attend” their day programs virtually. The staff has become adept at connecting residents
through Zoom, and supporting them through to their respective new online day program.
Besides online programs, the residents enjoy other activities at home throughout the day, including outdoor meals,
an outdoor stretching and simple exercise class, and walks in the neighborhood. Indoor activities include daily
reading of, or listening to the weekly Bible Lesson, reading books, solving puzzles, creating art, baking cookies or
brownies, playing Wii bowling, and doing various craft projects.
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Love in Action
Heather Beck, Director of Christian Science Nursing

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).
This teaching from Christ Jesus follows a discussion with his disciples, in which he tells them that they are the
light of the world. He reasons with them that it doesn’t make good sense to hide a candlestick under a bushel
basket—that it should be out in the open where it can light the whole house.
Why do you think Jesus urged us to let our light shine? I have come to see that it’s more than sharing the good
news of the gospel, which he also charged us to do (Mark 16:15). It’s more than sharing your talents with the
world, which he asks of us in another parable, making clear that we should take what we’ve been given to use
wisely for the benefit of all (Matthew 25:14–29). And it’s more—definitely more—than doing something good
for the sake of doing good, although that’s a step in the right direction and it can lead to purer, higher motives.
Beyond all of those things, letting our light shine means that we are using our
spiritual qualities in a way that glorifies God. We do this by first identifying the gifts
we’ve been given and then putting them to use by expressing love practically and
wisely through our actions.
This light-shining is how God shows His love for us and how we show our love
to Him. It’s all about God. He is the source of all good. He gives us our unique
individuality. He causes us to express Him. And He gets all the credit. Putting our
love into action to help others brings countless blessings. It shows how grateful
we are, who God is, and how Love loves. It’s the “burning and shining light”
(SH 566:12) that illumines God’s goodness and His infinite love for each of His dear
ones.
I have found that working in the homes of the Twelveacres residents offers me the opportunity to be with others
who share the same goals. We are all striving to shine more brightly in our practice of Christian Science and
to support the residents as they shine with all their God-bestowed goodness. The beauty of being part of the
Twelveacres family is that you can be with the residents in their homes, where they live, work, and play. They
are a family, and they contribute to running their home. Maybe it’s by sharing a thankful smile or by taking
out the garbage or doing their laundry. The unselfish efforts of each one, along with the selfless efforts of the
compassionate and dedicated staff, make for happy homes.
“Fulfilling the different demands of their united spheres, their sympathies should blend in sweet confidence and
cheer, each partner sustaining the other, — thus hallowing the union of interests and affections, in which the heart
finds peace and home” (SH 59:11).
Twelveacres is my new “home away from home,” and in it, my heart finds peace. When I moved in, I instantly
felt a sense of family. That’s a testament to the spiritual affection and constant striving of each staff member and
resident to understand God and express Him more fully.
When you think about home in its truest sense, remember Jesus’ encouraging words: “Let your light so shine.”
Simply place your qualities on that candlestick. They’ll radiate out, warming and blessing the whole house.
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Progress and Healing
Our staff has risen to meet many challenges over the past year including the
shelter-in-place requirements and turned them into opportunities for progress.
An increased trust in God and spiritual growth have inspired us when providing
resident care and managing activities. Healings continue, and we share a deep
collective gratitude to God for His loving care and unlimited guidance.
•

In March, at the start of shelter-in-place, one resident’s family provided
tremendous assistance to Twelveacres by caring for their daughter at home for
two months. On her return to Twelveacres, the resident needed to quarantine
for two weeks before rejoining her housemates. A staff member shared this
quarantine and cared for her exclusively. Though this resident is typically
very social, she appeared to understand the reason for the situation, and
she adjusted well to it. During the two weeks, she was cooperative, helpful,
joyful, willing, and patient, even though she needed to stay in her room. The
experience proved a blessing to both the resident and the staff member.

•

One morning, a resident felt warm to the touch and declined to eat her meals
that day. A Christian Science practitioner was called for prayerful support.
Throughout the day, the house manager and staff affirmed that the resident
was safe in God’s care. The next day, the resident was well and ate normally.

•

Recently, a resident told staff her teeth hurt and pointed to her jaw. Her cheek
became swollen and she began declining to eat most foods, unless they were
of soft consistency or blended. A Christian Science practitioner prayed for
her daily. The swelling was healed within a week. The resident continued to
mention pain in her teeth a little while longer, but soon there was a complete
healing, and she is now joyfully able to eat normally.

•

The staff noticed swelling and discoloration on a resident’s ankles and feet.
A Christian Science practitioner was called to pray. Within a few days, the
discoloration faded, and the resident’s feet and ankles regained a normal
appearance.

•

A resident who has had mobility issues has recently been able to walk on
occasion without his walker. He also moves more freely when using his
wheelchair and is now able to transfer himself independent of staff assistance.

“All God’s servants are minute men and women. As of old, I stand with sandals
on and staff in hand, waiting for the watchword and the revelation of what, how,
whither. Let us be faithful and obedient, and God will do the rest.”
(Miscellaneous Writings 1883–1896, Mary Baker Eddy, P 158:19)
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Divine Purpose
Nancy Battey, Board Member and President-elect
I first learned of Twelveacres in the 1970s, when my 10-year old nephew,
Christopher, flew from New York to the northern California area to attend
school and live on the campus.
A few years later, my nephew’s mom moved from New York to be near her
son. It didn’t take long for her to become an active supporter of Twelveacres.
She helped found the Twelveacres Parent Club, in which she was an active
member and she served on the Tweveacres board. She and many others have
given of themselves in so many selfless ways. Their prayers have lifted up the
staff and residents and have even helped transform the organization into a
new model.
Let me explain. When my nephew’s mom arrived, Twelveacres was a campus with dorms. It has since evolved into
individual residential homes for developmentally challenged adults. They receive Christian Science nursing care
and 24/7 attention from devoted staff members. Before, during, and after the transition, my nephew was cared for
by the Twelveacres staff—for over 40 years. He enjoyed living with his housemates and made significant progress
in many areas of his life, including in his recreational skills. He especially loved swimming. It was wonderful to
witness not only his happiness but also the deep, genuine love that the staff had for him and for all the Twelveacres
residents.
When I became involved with Twelveacres a few years ago, I at first assisted on special projects. Then in 2016
I joined the Board with the motive of contributing to the cause of Christian Science by helping fellow Christian
Scientists. During my board service, I have gained an even deeper appreciation for the Twelveacres staff. Besides
providing daily care, they have addressed governmental regulations and policies with swiftness, wisdom, and
grace. Their thoughtful solutions to challenges have been grounded in prayerful, patient courage. As a result,
every daily need has been beautifully met.
In recent years our board has been working directly with the staff and the executive director to evaluate all
areas of the organization for strategic and sustainable growth. As I dedicated myself to exploring and enlarging
Twelveacres’ mission and strengthening its spiritual foundation, I was inspired to expand my commitment by
moving into the role of board president.
I am grateful to be part of Twelveacres during this time of shepherding our mission. We are refining the services
that Twelveacres offers and are looking for ways to extend the organization’s reach to more families across the
country who seek Christian Science care for a loved one.
It’s a rewarding time to volunteer at, work for, and give to Twelveacres. We continue to attract those who are ready
to serve and lift up our mission. We aspire to be accessible to families anywhere who desire a homelike family
environment for their loved one and who support our high standard of care. If you or someone you know would
like to volunteer or give any talent or treasure to Twelveacres, we would be so grateful for your support.

“Spirit, God, gathers unformed thoughts into their proper channels, and unfolds
these thoughts, even as He opens the petals of a holy purpose in order that the
purpose may appear” (SH 506:18-21).
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Your Gift Is Essential
President
Francesca Karpel
Belmont, CA

We Need Your Help
To Ensure Twelveacres Is Accessible
To Those Who Will Benefit From Our Services
And From Christian Science Care.

Vice President
Nancy Battey
Walnut Creek, CA

PLEASE GIVE

Board of Directors

Your gift helps sustain a healing environment, attract
and retain and train staff, maintain our homes, and
welcome new residents.

Treasurer
David Schmidt
Haymarket, VA
Secretary
Jeannie L’Heureux
Hayward, CA

Please also consider us in your charitable estate
planning. Our joint prayers and actions foster
progress and freedom.

Jane Faller
San Mateo, CA
Kristin Messer
San Francisco, CA
Mike Ritter
Avila Beach, CA
Jean Wehren
Vista, CA
ADMINISTRATION
Mark Fleming
Executive Director
Heather Beck
Director of Christian
Science Nursing
Amy Hellyer
Program Director
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In Honor Of
Nancy Battey
Elissa Charles
Amy L. Hellyer
Warren Kane
Amy Long
Jane Lowry
Barbara McCabe

In Memory Of

Kati Reckers
Janet Simon
Laura Spaulding
Twelveacres Caregivers
Peter Michael Untch
Melinda Wehren

Ron Adkins, Jr.
Kenneth Appell
Gene DeBolt
Walter Haase
Alice Mae Hall
Gloria Kane

Ronnie Peacock
Polly Skinner
Ann Spaulding, C.S.B.
Chuck Spaulding
Karl Untch

2020 Twelveacres Wish List
ALL HOMES
Hydroponic Plants – $500
Wheelchair Van – $49,000
TECHNOLOGY UPGRADE
Laptop computers – 5
Mobile phones – 3

BRAEBURN HOUSE
Carpet – $4,000
Siding Repair – $2,300
Vinyl Wood Plank Kitchen Floor – $1,200

Fulfilled Items
Periodical Renewals
All Houses

Lights & Electrician
Lily House

Portable AC
AST

Thank you to everyone who dedicates prayer, time
and treasure to Twelveacres!
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To view our 2020 Annual Meeting
including an inspirational talk by
Evan MacDonald, “Take the Water
of Life Freely”, please visit our
website under the Events tab.

Do you have a friend or family member
seeking Christian Science care and
healing of developmental challenges?
If they would benefit from a family-centered
residential environment,
please contact us for a consultation.
Amy Hellyer 408.341.0400 x104
program@twelveacres.org

286 E Hamilton Ave., Suite F, Campbell, CA 95008
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Forwarding and Return Postage Guaranteed

PLEASE DONATE ONLINE
www.twelveacres.org

YOUR GIFT HELPS FULFILL OUR MISSION
Send special instructions to
info@twelveacres.org
or please mail the enclosed envelope.
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